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SYMPOSIUM LEAFLET 

FSOGH is a nonprofit scientific society based in the University for Development Studies - 
Nyankpala. Our vision and mission direct us towards the promotion of a “free and equitable 
forensic science education goal” through a scientist-public interaction.  
We do so by leveraging regular face to face outreach, lectures, presentations and social media 
engagement to reach out to the public and further communicate to the next generation of 
professionals in the field of forensics.  
 

We say “amaraaba” to you for attending our maiden annual symposium as you glance 

through the outline we have scheduled for the next few hours of the event. 

1. Opening prayer          
2. Introduction of Chairman and acceptance        
3. Acknowledgement of Guest present       
4. Welcome address by founder and president of FSOGH, (Mr. Yahaya Sumara Sulley)  
5. Keynote address by Adjct. HoD, Forensic Science, (Dr. Lydia Quansah)  
6. Audiovisual session (Science evolution in Ghana) by Co- founder of GHScientific, (Dr. 

Thomas Amatey Tagoe)  
7. Guest speech by Dean of Faculty of Biosciences, (Prof. Elliot Alhassan)  
8. Short break         
9. Panel discussion         
10. Audiovisual session on “People and forensics” by FSOGH     
11. Q & A session          
12. Practical session by Miss Constance Afoakwah, Dept. of Forensic Science  
13. Refreshment 
14. Chairman’s closing remarks 
15. Closing prayer 

We thank you for coming. Enjoy the program. 

Join us on Facebook @ Forensic Science Outreach GH 

 

#FSOGHmaidensymposium 

#FSOGH2021 
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WELCOME ADDRESS 

Thank you. On behalf of the Board members, volunteers and 

the organizing committee, I am pleased to welcome you to 

the first ever and maiden symposium of the FSOGH. It is so 

great to see distinguished people from diverse areas of study 

and research gather in one place with a common purpose of 

discussing sustainable development in Ghana through one 

lens simply because we have shared values.  

Discussing sustainable development in Ghana is a shared 

concern because nobody can deny the threat posed by 

illegal narcotics, corruption, cooperate and white colour 

crimes, cybercrimes, murders, food crimes, and all forms of 

contemporary social and environmental issues. It is evident 

that crime reduction promotes public safety while a more 

integrated law enforcement network benefits all our peoples.  

The adversities mentioned gave birth to the message underpinning the theme of the symposium, 

forensic science: a multidisciplinary approach to achieving sustainable development in Ghana. 

The symposium will be an opportunity for the forensic science community to understand the size 

of the gap between the public and the scientist and the ways of bridging them. 

As young leaders of society one of our key marks is to bring people from diverse backgrounds 

together to unite and face common challenges because it is the bedrock of any successful civil 

society. FSOGH is honoured to welcome our distinguished panel, audience, our Honourable 

Guests and the keynote speaker, who have made efforts to accept an invitation to a discourse 

that seeks to highlight and prioritize the significance of forensic science in Ghana. 

Forensic science practice in Ghana over the years has encountered its glories, setbacks and 

criticisms. FSOGH crusades a forensic science education goal through outreach and it is our hope 

that the present occasion will make crucial and far- reaching decisions on future support for this 

this objective task, to ensure the stability, sustainability and continuity of forensic science practice 

in Ghana. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the global community is facing a lot of tests which requires enlightened 

decisions. These decisions today or tomorrow will give people a better future. It is not just a 

governmental or stakeholder task to fix challenges of the system. It requires conviction, 

determination and volunteerism to identify fundamental challenges and tackle them. It can be just 

you, your family or your community who is going to break the barrier and make the difference.  

 

The FSOGH story is still a seed” which we need to water while we focus on the objectives, 

mission and vision of this scientific body. Within a short period, the FSOGH has engaged 

in outreach activities including senior high schools, Radio shows and social media. The 

FSOGH has gained support from respective individuals, colleagues and larger 

organizations and there is hope that the plans for the future is a right step in the right 

direction. 

Everyone’s contributions inspire hope in achieving sustainable development and I hope that the 

people in this room will form lasting connections which will keep us all in contact in the coming 
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years to share best practices and ideas with one another. In addition, I am pleased to confirm the 

symposium will offer series of interesting sessions and discussions as well as many scientific 

presentations.  

I am thrilled that FSOGH is hosting this symposium and I want to thank the Organizing Committee 

for their hard work and dedication. Thank you as well to our sponsors (GhScientific), we 

appreciate your support. Welcome once again to our distinguished attendees. 

 

Sincerely, 

--------------------------- 

Yahaya Sumara Sulley 

(Founder & President) 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Forensic Science: An Interdisciplinary Field for Achieving 
Sustainable Development in Ghana 
 
The need for sustainable development became eminent in 2015 at 
the United Nations General Assembly with 17 goals incorporated 
into each other towards achieving a better and more sustainable 
future agenda by 2030. In brief, if there is a clean environment and 
affordable energy while focusing on climate change, decent work 
and economic growth, proper industrial and infrastructural 
management, safe life below water and on land, responsible 

consumption and production, equality, peace, justice and strong institutions there is going to be 
no poverty, quality education, zero hunger, good health and well-being and a better world for all. 
 
Forensic science is a public good that plays crucial roles in legal issues by seeking to understand 
valuable information that goes into identifying and demonstrating the association between groups 
of people, places and things that are involved in criminal activities. Forensic science has a positive 
influence on social and economic stability as it enables the rule of law in solving contemporary 
social and environmental matters of the law court to bring us hope.  
 
The technology revolution has played an immense role in global endeavors and it has shaped the 
way of life of people today. It has caused dramatic changes in the way, ease, speed and time in 
which human activities are carried out. Today, the world has seen changes in various aspects of 
crimes, accidents, incidents and disasters and it is appropriate that the positive influence of 
forensic science is equally available for all the people of the world in the expedition towards 
achieving sustainable development in the future.  
 
The big question today is, “what is the state of law and order, rule of law and freedom and justice 
in Ghana as the country looks forward to achieving peace and sustainable development in the 
various sectors of its economy”? 
 
In the short history of forensic science in Ghana since major advancement took off in 2011, the 
discipline has played a few significant roles in the fight towards solving crimes related to sexual 
assault, cybercrimes, human identification, environmental protection, paper and document fraud, 
food crimes and other related civil and commercial issues. The overwhelming impact of forensic 
science practice in the diaspora today is as a result of forensic science concepts been captured 
in movie shows and literature and this has led to the proliferation of interest in the discipline over 
the years. Many a time when contemporary social and environmental issues of forensic need 
occur in Ghana people’s attention is been drawn to many issues surrounding forensic science 
practice in Ghana. Most especially people tend to question the quality, access and relevance of 
forensic science in the country. Regardless of the few achievements of forensic science practice 
over the years in Ghana we still have only a few stories to tell based on its current status and 
therefore more needs to be done.  
 
Over the past decades, the relationship between justice delivery and solving crimes, such as 
burglary, cyber-crime, corruption, document fraud, murder, environmental crimes, food crimes, 
sexual assault, familial and litigious issues and other civil and commercial issues have been 
peculiar in Ghana even though Ghana’s adversarial system has adopted forensic science in their 
mode of operation with the introduction of modern DNA profiling and the establishment of 
automated fingerprinting systems in place. However, we still live with many offenders of such 
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heinous crimes because of impunity and weak systems of identifying real perpetrators which goes 
a long way to affect effective justice delivery. Discouragingly for a country like Ghana, the effect 
reflects in the underdevelopment of various sectors of the nation’s economic and developmental 
progress. The low prioritization of forensic science and the impact it has on sustainable 
development has resulted in the recent spike in crime rate and sophistication in Ghana with most 
of these cases skewed towards cybercrime, armed robbery, murder, sexual assault, kidnapping, 
food crimes, environmental and corporate crime. Ladies and Gentlemen, Ghana has been 
challenged with fundamental issues in the forensic science industry which over the years key 
research tend to highlight. 
 
In 2020, (Yahaya and Quansah) assessed the state of forensic support to criminal investigation 
in Ghana. It was reported that forensic science has gone dark in Ghana with a good proportion of 
the population unaware of the hope forensic science brings to crime-solving including some 
people in the security service. The widening gap in terms of understanding of the scientific 
discipline was identified to be a result of poor forensic science outreach in Ghana. Key findings 
included identifying a generally poor state of forensic science in Ghana which in reality was 
attributed to the poor access, quality and relevance with regards to forensic science education in 
Ghana.  
A review of the policy-related aspects of forensic science in Ghana was by Amankwa et al., in 
2019 showed gaps in legislation, governance, service provision, quality assurance and 
accreditation, education and research. Their research recommended that when all these are 
resolved and strengthened there will be the guarantee for a more robust application of forensic 
science in delivering safe justice and enhancing public security and safety in Ghana. 
 
Distinguished audience, looking ahead into the future Ghana needs to apply a holistic theory 
towards achieving sustainable development with forensic science. The case of Ghana reveals the 
size of the challenge and also the opportunity surrounding it and this should encourage both public 
and private actors to put in more efforts in forensic science education to meet the demands of the 
nation. Because without a forensic science revolution through education and inclusive forensic 
policy building, the war against crimes and other matters of the law court in Ghana will remain a 
challenge, and further impede the sustainable development and growth of the nation. When we 
establish more forensic departments to train more men and women to be the professionals of the 
next generation in forensic sciences it will influence forensic science policy in Ghana. By enforcing 
forensic science policy in Ghana, a key SDG (SDG 16) will be achieved. The SDG 16 is an 
accelerator of all SDGs and it is very critical to achieving sustainable development as it has a very 
strong linkage with the remaining 16 SDGs. 
 
Forensic science should be considered a priority because a nation without peace and justice 
institutions, human rights, and effective governance through the rule of law cannot boast of proper 
security, sustainability, and prosperity. In achieving these developments there should be more 
synergistic intellectual discourses to discuss and debate the way to create real-world impact from 
our side of the world. For the benefit of today’s occasion, we shall concentrate on a few objectives; 
We shall discuss and debate the gaps and priorities for sustainable development, opportunities 
in forensic science considering women as the subject of discussion, forensic science education 
in Ghana against the new era of forensic science. Finally, we shall end the debate by identifying 
the opportunities forensic science bring to people in different fields of study, research and work 
based on its interdisciplinary nature and its impact vice versa for sustainable development in 
Ghana. Thank you. 
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EXCERPTS OF GUEST SPEECH 

The role of forensic science education in a crime 

solving revolution in Ghana 

Upon understanding the basics of forensic science, we 

will realize that “forensic science contributes to solving 

crimes through investigative activities like determining 

the cause of death, identifying suspects, finding missing 

persons and profiling criminals. Distinguished ladies and 

gentlemen, now is the time than ever to introduce BSc 

forensic science in our public universities including UDS 

to train students and professionals to help solve crimes in our society. Criminals always leave 

evidence at the crime scene and it is the forensic scientist who collects, preserve and analyze the 

scientific evidence during an investigation. So let us all use this maiden symposium to drum home 

the need for a free and equitable forensic science education in Ghana. In doing this, ladies and 

gentlemen we will be contributing our quota towards sustainable development goals in Ghana. 

We will as well be answering president J.F Kennedy’s call in his noble address in 1961 that “ask 

not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country”. Long live the 

Forensic Science Outreach Ghana! Long live the Department of forensic science of the Faculty 

of Biosciences!” 

Thank you for your attention. 
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EXCERPTS FROM PANEL DISCUSSION 

Question: Which of the SDGs does your line of research work help to 

achieve? 

 

 

Answers from panelists: “Our line of work and research helps in 

achieving the following sustainable development goals in Ghana; SDG 

3- Good health and wellbeing, SDG-4 Quality education, SDG-14 life 

below water, SDG-15 life on land, SDG-16 peace, justice and strong 

institutions”. 

 

Question: What is your idea about forensic science and considering your 

line of research, how does forensic science impact it and vice versa? Also, 

how does forensic science impact sustainable development in Ghana? 

 

 

Dr Francis Addy: “What I know from crime scene investigation and documentaries and what I 

have read about forensic science, I see myself and I see almost everyone 

in forensic science. And my reason is this, if you do your work to the best 

of the practice in your area of expertise upholding to the standards when 

the law court is looking up for an expert advise or testimony, you could be 

called. My area of expertise fits into forensic science in a lot of ways. I 

investigate parasites and pathogens where we can use parasites 

distribution to determine the movement of the host. Our doors are open 

(biotechnology department) to provide forensic services if any institution 

wants to use our expertise to validate evidence. I see forensic science work in attaining SDG 16. 

If we have peace and justice, we will get peace of mind and the incentive will venture into all other 

SDGs”. 

Dr Osman Dufailu: “Forensic science is a broader field. Within its subsection is the area where 

you will find micro biology. so basically, forensics microbiology. An overview of 

my contribution and not directly as a forensic scientist using my skillset in 

microbiology and molecular techniques looking at historic cases of bioterrorism 

and bio crimes. I feel there is a huge misconception about forensic science. 

People see forensic science as a “black box” or a no-go area. We need to start 

using expertise in different fields. Because a microbiologist can be able to identify 

whether a person died in water or outside water. If you don’t know anything about 

forensics science, know that forensic investigation is ongoing to identify the origin 

of the Covid-19. Forensic science when applied properly will be able to help us attain peace and 

justice. And as forensic scientists believe in ABC; Assume nothing, believe nobody and check 

everything”. 
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Question: Based on what we have discussed today, can we conclude that, 

forensic science can be used to achieve sustainable development in Ghana? 

 

 

 

Miss Constance Afoakwah: “Forensic science has to do with the use of 

scientific disciplines to answer legal questions. The SDG 16 talks about peace 

and justice and strong institutions. Dr. Lydia Quansah said in the keynote 

address. She said it is an accelerator for the achieving of the other SDGs. So, 

when there is justice other SDGs will be achieved. Getting more women on board 

is going to help a lot because women seem to be vulnerable to most criminal 

activities. We need more women to get these bad guys.” 

 

 

“Forensic science cuts across many disciplines. But whatever thing we are 

doing if it is for the purpose of justice then it is forensic science. Forensic 

science is an emerging field in Ghana and it has been saddled with 

challenges from legislation, governance structure, low level of expertise, 

education, training and research. Forensic science education will be the 

game changer.” – Mr Isaac Oboakoh on the main distinction between 

forensic science and other disciplines and the game changer for 

forensic science revolution in Ghana.  
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PRACTICAL SESSION 

To further engage attendees, a basic forensic practical session where 

attendees will demonstrate by experiment to authenticate the 

principle of fingerprint which states that, “no two fingers are found to 

have the same prints” will be done. This will give attendees a good 

idea of basic fingerprint identification and examination among 

individuals. 

TITLE: AN EXPERIMENT TO AUTHENTICATE THE PRINCIPLE 

OF FINGERPRINT 

OBJECTIVE: “To authenticate that no two fingers are found to have 

the same prints and are exactly alike in every detail” 

MATERIALS: Gentian violet, Rubbing alcohol, stamp pad 

ACTIVITY: Brief lecture on fingerprint history, types and ways of identifying and recovery. 

Moderator explains the need for the experiment and first demonstrate by placing her finger on the 

stamp pad and making an impression on the plane paper. 

Moderator performs same activity for different fingers.  

Student participants engage in the activity to obtain similar outcomes. 

Moderator explains the similarities, distinctions, importance, advantages and challenges with 

regards to fingerprinting and its use for identifying individuals. 

PARTICIPANTS: UDS students, Invited guests from The Empowered Female Foundation 

OUTCOME: Participants have a fair idea about the differences between their finger impressions 

and that of their colleagues and the possible differences that exist among their own fingers.  

  
Figure 1 Ongoing practical session on fingerprinting 
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EXCERPTS OF CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 

 

“I am very happy to be alive to witness this maiden occasion.” 

Forensic science is very important and we are hoping that the 

establishment of the forensic science department in the UDS faculty 

of Biosciences will be of national relevance to solve crimes such as 

cybercrimes, food adulterations, drug counterfeiting and many others 

to help achieve sustainable development in Ghana. 

“Because in Ghana today the “sakawa” boys who have not gotten 

any form of circular education are more dangerous than even those 

who have gone to school”. 

 

 

SELECTED COMMENTS FROM ATTENDEES 

“It was an insightful and all educative session for me. However, if there was more time for 

questions during the panel discussion it would have even been more of an eye opener” - 

Anonymous 

“A very good program. More of it”. - Anonymous 

“Symposium was great”. - Anonymous 

“The mode of presentation was excellent but I was expecting there should be a practical session 

on DNA fingerprinting.” - Anonymous 

“The program is great. However, it seems to have been attended by only Biotechnology 

Department. I believe if you had gone to the various classes and Department, it will have gone a 

long way to properly Inform many uninformed people.” - Anonymous 

“Next time add more visuals to help understand the fingerprint practical. But, better work with that 

next time.” - Anonymous 

“The Symposium was great.” - Anonymous 
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SPONSORS 
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APPENDICES 

Executive Officers 

YAHAYA SUMARA SULLEY     FOUNDER & PRESIDENT 

MOHAMMED LAWAL    CO-FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Active Volunteers 

ABDULAI KANTUNSONG ISSAHAKU  Volunteer VISUAL COMMUNICATION 

JOSEPH NZEH     Volunteer PROJECT MANAGER  

MARTIN NUAMAH ASARE    Volunteer PHOTOGRAPHER 

SEIDU ABDULAI OSMAN    Volunteer SECRETARY 

ZAKARIA ABDUL HAKIM    Volunteer COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

 

Event Volunteers 

ALEXANDRA DAPLAH MWINBONG    AMIN ABDUL-HAKIM WUMBEI 

BOAKYE MAAME ADWOA EWUSIE    SAHABI JALALUDEEN ADAM 

DAAKYIRE ANGELICA     TADOH EBENEZER 

SAYIBU MARIAM ZAANYAYA 

SUMAILA HAIRAT 

YUSSIF MUTIATU 

 

Delegate Guests 

Dr. Nelson Opoku   Chairman   nopoku@uds.edu.gh 

Prof. Elliot Alhassan   Guest speaker  aelliot@uds.edu.gh 

Dr. Lydia Quansah   Keynote Speaker  lquansah@uds.edu.gh 

Dr. Francis Addy   Panelist   faddy@uds.edu.gh 

Dr. Osman Dufailu   Panelist   odufailu@uds.edu.gh 

Mr. Isaac Oboakoh   Panelist   kboakoh@yahoo.co.uk 

Miss Constance Afoakwah  Panelist   cafoakwa@uds.edu.gh 

Mr. Joseph Abugre Ayamdoo   Guest    jayamdoo@uds.edu.gh 

mailto:nopoku@uds.edu.gh
mailto:aelliot@uds.edu.gh
mailto:lquansah@uds.edu.gh
mailto:faddy@uds.edu.gh
mailto:odufailu@uds.edu.gh
mailto:kboakoh@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:cafoakwa@uds.edu.gh
mailto:jayamdoo@uds.edu.gh
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Figure 2 Iddrisu Jimma Firdaus (Opening Prayer) 

Figure 3 Sandra Abukeremah Nsoh (Introduction of Chairman)  
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Figure 4 Dr. Nelson Opoku, Chairman of the maiden FSOGH symposium 
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Figure 5 Founder and President FSOGH, Yahaya Sumara Sulley delivering the welcome 
address at FSOGH maiden symposium 
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Figure 6 Guest speech by Prof. Elliot Alhassan, Dean of Faculty of Biosciences 
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Figure 7 Dr. Lydia Quansah Keynote speaker for FSOGH maiden symposium 
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Figure 8 Attendees of FSOGH maiden symposium 

Figure 9 FSOGH maiden symposium panel discussion 
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Figure 10 Miss Constance Afoakwah, Panelist at FSOGH maiden symposium 
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Figure 11 Dr. Francis Addy, Panelist at FSOGH maiden symposium 
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Figure 12 Mr. Isaac Oboakoh, Panelist at FSOGH maiden symposium 

Figure 13 Dr. Osman Dufailu, Panelist at FSOGH maiden symposium 
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Figure 14 Mr. Mohammed Lawal, Moderator for FSOGH Panel discussion 
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Figure 15 Miss Constance Afoakwah moderating practical session 
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Figure 16 FSOGH fingerprinting practical session

 

Figure 17 Post symposium photos with delegate guests 
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Figure 18 Post symposium photos with The Empowered Female Foundation

 

Figure 19 Post symposium photos with FSOGH volunteers 
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Figure 20 Post symposium pictures 

 

 


